BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 22-80 


JAMES CRAWFORD, DVM CONSENT AGREEMENT 

FINDINGS OF FACT 
HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 5018 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AND ORDER 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 


weve ve ye Vee VY 


In the interest of a prompt and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board ("Board") 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and 
responsibilities of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 et. seq. and A.R.S. 
§ 41-1092.07 (F)(5), the undersigned party, James Crawford, DVM 
(“Respondent”), holder of license No. 5018 for the practice of veterinary 
medicine in Arizona and the Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings 
of Fact, Conclusion of Law and Order (“Consent Agreement”) as final 


disposition of this matter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter 
pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201, ef. seq. 
2. Respondent has the right to consult with an attorney prior to entering into 


this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a right to a public hearing 
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concerning this case. He further acknowledges that at such hearing he could 
present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives 
his right to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent irrevocably waives any right to rehearing or review or to any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

4, The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for the Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent 
Agreement will not become effective until if is signed by the Board's Executive 
Director. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that upon signing and 
returning this Consent Agreement to the Board's Executive Director, 
Respondent may not revoke his acceptance of the Consent Agreement or 
make any modifications to the document, regardless of whether the Consent 
Agreement has been issued by the Executive Director. 

6. If any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force 
and effect. 

7. Respondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant fo A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result 
in disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 


22-80. James Crawford, DVM 


11 


12 


15 


17 


th 
DATED this_ /Y day of _Avéusr_ 2022. 
Mitrydo 
Jamés Cra rd, DVM 


FINDINGS OF FACT 


1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 5018 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

3. On December 3, 2021, “Lord Rufus Bartleby,” a 6-year-old male Ausiralian 
Shepherd mix was presented to Respondent with right rear limb lameness. 
Complainant reported that the lameness was acute, persistent, and the dog 
has been carrying the limb for approximately one week. Upon exam, the dog 
had a weight = 78.80, a temperature = 102.6 degrees, a heart rate = 140bpm 
and a respiration rate = 60bpm. Respondent noted the dog was overweight 
(7/9), carrying the right real limb, the right stifle was palpably warmer than the 
contralateral joint and mild medial buttressing was appreciated. 

4, Respondent recommended sedated radiographs which were approved. 
The dog was sedated with butorphanol and dexmedetomidine IM, radiographs 
were performed and the sedation was reversed with atipamezole IM. 

5. Respondent noted in the medical record that based on the dog's history, 
exam findings and radiographs, the dog most likely had a right cranial cruciate 
injury. He discussed the pathology of the injury and treatment options — TPLO or 


other specialty surgery was the gold standard treatment. Respondent 
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recommended weight loss. Complainant was to notify them if surgery became 
an option — Respondent would make a referral at that time. Until that time, 
Respondent recommended activity restriction, a course of NSAIDs and reassess 
in 2 — 3 weeks. If there was long-term use of NSAIDS, blood work was 
recommended every 12 months. 

6. The dog was discharged with carprofen 75mg, 60 tablets, give one tablet 
orally every 12 hours. Respondent recommended reducing the carprofen and 
reassess in two weeks. The dog was vaccinated and blood was sent to IDEXX 
for Snap Pro -Ap_spp, EC-EE, HW, Lyme: Negative. 

7. The radiographs were submitted to SignalRAY for interpretation. A 
differential diagnosis of neoplasia and osteomyelitis or other for was provided 
for the lytic and/or blastic bone lesion identified. These findings were not 
reported to Complainant. 

8. On January 6, 2022, the dog was presented to Dr. Halstead at Pusch 
Ridge Pet Clinic for a second opinion for right rear leg lameness. Dr. Halstead 
reviewed the medical records and radiographs from Respondent prior to the 
visit. He noticed lytic lesions in the proximal tibia and also the referral radiologist 
mentioned it in their summation. 

9, Upon exam, the proximal tibia was severely swollen and the stifle joint had 
severe effusion. He advised Complainant that he was worried about bone 
cancer or Valley Fever based on his exam and what the computer assisted 
technology radiograph review identified. Dr. Halstead stated in his narrative 
that Complainant was surprised because she was told the dog's lameness was 
due to a ruptured cranial cruciate ligament and was not informed about the 


lytic lesions on the computer assisted technology radiograph report. 
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10. Dr. Halstead recommended a Valley Fever test and radiographs of the 
right stifle. His radiographs revealed the lesion in the bone had become much 
more severe and the lesion did cross the joint, which occurs with osteosarcoma. 
The Valley Fever test was negative and Dr. Halstead performed thoracic 
radiographs. There was a mass in the chest that the referral radiologist thought 
was metastasis from the tumor in the leg. Dr. Halstead informed Complainant of 
the findings; they discussed amputation and referral to an oncologist. 

11. Respondent stated in his narrative that after revisiting the case and 
reviewing the radiographs, he identified the bone lysis, or spots of bone 
damage that he did not detect on December 3, 2021. He regrets the oversight 
and that the potential disease process was not discussed with Complainant — 
he accepted responsibility for the oversight. 

12. The Board concluded that Respondent's conduct fell below the 
standard of care due to his failure to accurately read the dog’s radiographs, 


leading to an inaccurate diagnosis and causing the dog to suffer. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

13. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R..S § 32-2232 (12) as it 
relates fo A.A.C. R3-11-501 (1) failure to read the radiograph correctly which 
led fo an inaccurate diagnosis and treatment, instead of referring the dog to 
an oncologist, which caused the pet to suffer. 

ORDER 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 

ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 5018 be placed on PROBATION for a 


period of one (1) year, subject fo the following terms and conditions that shall 
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be completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include four 
(4) total hours of continuing education (CE) detailed below: 

1. IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory 
to the Board that he has completed four (4) hours of continuing education in 
the topic of bone disease. Hours earned in compliance are in addition to the 
continuing education requirements of A.A.C. R3-11-401 (A). 

2. All continuing education to be completed for this Consent Agreement 
shall be pre-approved by the Board. Within sixty (60) days of the effective date 
of the Consent Agreement, Respondent shall submit fo the Board for its 
approval a written outline of how he plans to satisfy the CE requirements. The 
outline shall include CE course details including, name, provider, date(s), hours 
of CE to be earned, and a brief course summary. 

| 3. Prior to the end of the Probationary period, Respondent shall submit to 
the Board a certificate(s) of completion of the CE outlined in the CE plan that 
has been approved by the Board. 

4. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

5. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent 
Agreement. 

6. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the matters 
described and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate 
sanction in the event a subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent 
violates any term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, after opportunity 


for Informal Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary 
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action authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's 


license. 


ISSUED THIS36" DAY OF Qeegent, 2022, 
FOR THE BOARD: 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
Jessica Creager, Chairperson 


By Ce aoe 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed 
This 3 day of Quegu2022 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 


This 30% day of eget _, 2022 to: 


James Crawford, DVM 
Address on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 
this_Zo**_ day of Beet _, 2022 to: 


David Stoll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwariz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


Board Siaff 
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